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MEMO OF SUPPORT 

RAISED BILL NO. 1141: 
AN ACT CONCERNING TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT & 

GOVERNOR’S BILL NO. 985: 
AN ACT INCENTIVIZING HOUSING PRODUCTION 

 
 
The Lumber Dealers Association of Connecticut, which represents independent lumber and building material 
dealers, manufactures, wholesalers, distributors, and other associated businesses in the state of Connecticut and 
employs more than 35,000 Connecticut residents, strongly supports Raised Bill 1141 and Governor’s Bill 985. 
 
Connecticut is facing an affordable housing crisis. According to data form the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition (NLIHC), our state has a shortage of over 85,000 available rental properties. According to the 
NLIHC: 

 
Across Connecticut, there is a shortage of rental homes affordable and available to extremely low-
Income households (ELI), whose incomes are at or below the poverty guideline or 30% of their area 
median income (AMI). Many of these households are severely cost burdened, spending more than half 
of their income on housing. Severely cost burdened poor households are more likely than other renters 
to sacrifice other necessities like healthy food and healthcare to pay the rent, and to experience unstable 
housing situations like evictions. 

 
By incentivizing building of affordable housing, 985 will help youth in our communities. Right now, many 
young people—including college/graduate students—do not have access to affordable housing. The Hartford 
Courant reported last month that the Connecticut Department of Education expects to see a 25% increase in the 
number of students experiencing homelessness during the school year, which would be about 5,000 students. 
Bill 1141, by allowing for the building of affordable housing closer to transit lines, will make it easier for 
people who need that housing, including students, to travel to school/work as well as places such as grocery 
stores. 
 
Access to reliable transportation goes hand in hand with issues related to affordable housing and together 1141 
and 985 are taking the right steps towards greater affordable housing in our state and making it easier for 
individuals who need such housing to access not only a safe place to live but the transportation they need. 
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